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PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
Stoney Point Joel Bailey is named Senior and Grand Champion of the InternaƟ onal Jersey Show aŌ er winning the Aged Cow class 
Oct. 1 in Madison, Wisconsin. Bailey is owned by Vierra Dairy Farms. Spring View Joel Kinsley is named the Reserve Senior and 
Reserve Grand Champion aŌ er winning the Five-Year-Old class for Budjon Farms and Peter Vail. GMBV Joel Dixie-ET is named the 
Intermediate and Honorable MenƟ on Grand Champion aŌ er winning the Senior Three-Year-Old class. Dixie is owned by Milk-
Source GeneƟ cs.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Paul Larmer refl ects on his 40-year career in the dairy indus-
try as he is recognized as World Dairy Expo’s InternaƟ onal Per-
son of the Year. Larmer will be honored at Expo’s RecogniƟ on 
Awards Banquet Oct. 2.
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GUELPH, Ontario — A 
career spent promoting and 
advancing dairy cattle genet-
ics has taken Paul Larmer 
places he may have never 
dreamed he would go. 

Larmer, the recently re-
tired CEO of Semex, will be 
honored as World Dairy Ex-
po’s International Person of 
the Year, Oct. 2 at the event’s 
annual Recognition Awards 
Banquet in Madison, Wiscon-
sin. 

“It is truly humbling, and 
I am blessed,” Larmer said of 
the recognition. “This is not 
something anyone does alone. 
It is the result of a collective 
effort, from both family and 
colleagues.”

Growing up on his fam-
ily’s dairy farm, which was 
home to a herd of registered 
Guernseys, Larmer learned 
many things working along-

side his father, not only about 
agriculture and the dairy in-
dustry, but about the way he 
wanted to live his life. 

“My dad was a soft-spo-

ken, generous, hard-working 
person,” Larmer said. “He 
always had time for commu-
nity, for neighbors. He had a 
great deal of infl uence on me, 
instilling a sense of humility 
and appreciation for giving 
back.”

With those values in hand, 
Larmer headed off to the Uni-
versity of Guelph, where he 
obtained a bachelor’s degree 
in agriculture. 

“I always enjoyed be-
ing on the farm — especially 
the breeding side of things,” 
Larmer said. 

That interest in genetics 
would become the bread and 
butter of Larmer’s 40-year 
career in the world of dairy 
cattle genetics. 

Following a three-year 
stint as a dairy specialist with 
a feed company after gradu-
ation, Larmer joined United 
Breeders Inc. in 1984 as a sire 
analyst, where Lowell Lind-
say would become a mentor. 

MADISON, Wis. —
Stoney Point Joel Bailey suc-
cessfully returned to Madison 
to defend her title as Senior 
and Grand Champion of the 
International Jersey Show 
after winning the Aged Cow 

class. Bailey is owned by Vi-
erra Dairy Farms of Hilmar, 
California. Following Bailey 
as Reserve Senior and Re-
serve Grand Champion was 
Spring View Joel Kinsley, the 
winning Five-Year-Old, ex-
hibited by Budjon Farms and 
Peter Vail of Lomira.

GMBV Joel Dixie-ET, 
the winning Senior Three-

Year-Old and Intermediate 
Champion, was tapped as the 
Honorable Mention Grand 
Champion. Dixie is owned 
by Milk Source Genetics of 
Kaukauna.  Oeh-My Vic-
trous Parade, the winning 
Four-Year-Old, was named 
the Honorable Mention Se-
nior Champion. Parade is 
also owned by Vierra Dairy 
Farms.

Following Dixie as the 
Reserve Intermediate Cham-
pion was the winning Ju-
nior Three-Year-Old, Pacifi c 

Edge VIP Tessah-ET, owned 
by Brent Rocha and Coltan 
Seals of Tillamook, Oregon. 
The nod for Honorable Men-
tion Intermediate Champion 
went to Budjon-Vail Victori-
ous Blayke-ET, the second-
place Junior Three-Year-Old. 
Blayke was exhibited by Ron 
and Christy Ratliff Trustees 
and Mason and Jaxon Gettle 
of Garnett, Kansas.
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 The Tanbark, located in the Arena 
Building, is a full-service bar and restau-
rant that serves as the meeting place for at-
tendees and exhibitors. Join us for a meal, 
Happy Hour, a nightly reception or an in-
dustry-hosted event!
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.
Lunch

11 A.M. - CLOSE
Bar

HAPPY HOUR - 4 P.M. - 6 P.M.
 Join fellow attendees and exhibitors in 
The Tanbark for Happy Hour.
 Happy Hour includes light 
refreshments, live music and 
complimentary beer, while supplies last, 
made possible tonight by BouMatic.

Today in the Tanbark

Educational opportunities at WDE

Presented daily by industry leaders in the Mendota 1 meeting 
room of the Exhibition Hall, these seminars address topics 
centered around management practices, mental health and 
more. Seminars consist of a 45-minute presentation and 
time for questions and answers.

  Net Zero Opportunities and Challenges in Dairy 
  Production
  Presenter: Kim Stackhouse-Lawson, Ph.D., Director 
  and Professor, AgNext, Colorado State University

Dairy Forage Seminars at World Dairy Expo are hosted 
by the organizing partners of the World Forage Analysis 
Superbowl. Forage experts from the U.S. Dairy Forage 
Research Center, University of Wisconsin and other 
research centers work together to present seminars on 
cutting-edge research and information. 

  10 a.m. Making Hay the Western Way
 Speaker: David Hinman, Producer, Hardrock Farms, 

  Wheatland, Wyo.

  1:30 p.m. Alfalfa Persistence is Profi t
 Speaker: Scott Newell, Alfalfa Outreach Specialist, 

  Crops and Soils Division of Extension, UW-Madison, 
  Madison, Wis.

Expo en Español es un programa educacional nuevo para 
hablantes de español involucrados en la industria lechera.  
Estos seminarios que se presentan en español se concentran 
en las herramientas que son de benefi cio para los gerentes y 
los gerentes de nivel intermediario de las granjas lecheras.

  El liderazgo comienza con nosotros
  Ponente: Juan Quezada, Director de Capacitación y 
  Desarrollo, Milk Source, LLC 
  Patrocinado por: Progressive Dairy

World Dairy Expo Virtual Farm Tours have brought some of 
the best dairy operations from near and far to Madison for 
over 20 years. Dairies featured each year excel in a variety 
of farm aspects including genetics, technology, community 
engagement, environmental stewardship, and cow comfort, 
while also representing a wide variety of sizes, locations 
and breeds.

  McCarty Family Farms Rexford, Kansas
  Sponsored by: DeLaval, Inc.

Located in the Atrium of the Exhibition Hall, the Knowledge 
Nook is a space designed for companies to showcase an innovative 
product, service or research that was introduced to the market since 
the last World Dairy Expo.

  9:30 a.m. A New Approach to Mitigating Mycotoxins
 Speaker: Joel Pankowski, Ph.D., PAS, Associate Director, 

  Technical Services, Arm & Hammer Animal Nutrition
  Presenting Company: Arm & Hammer Animal Nutrition

  10:30 a.m. A Bright Future Can Start in a Blink: See the Power 
  of SenseHub Dairy Youngstock 
  Speakers: Brandt Kreuscher, Dairy Business Development 
  Manager & Austin Snook, U.S. Dairy Marketing Manager, 
  Merck Animal Health
  Presenting Company: Merck Animal Health

  11:30 a.m. Getting the Most Out of Your Embryo and Genetic 
  Program with Technology

 Speakers: Melissa Freitas, West & Northeast FPC Team 
  Leader, VAS
  Presenting Company: VAS

  12:30 p.m. Lifecycle Feeding of Probiotics: Supporting the 
  Transition Cow
  Speaker: Kimberley Morrill, Ph.D., Technical Service 
  Manager, Novonesis

 Presenting Company: Novonesis

  1:30 p.m. Find the Next Bump in Your Paycheck
  Speaker: Sarah Stocks, Ph.D., Ruminant Technical Manager, 
  Novus International, Inc.
  Presenting Company: Novus International, Inc.

  2:30 p.m. High Sand Reclamation: What Sand Type Works Best
  Speaker: Renee Schrift, Global Director of Sales – Agricultural 
  Systems, McLanahan Corporation
  Presenting Company: McLanahan Corporation

  3:30 p.m. NEW SERVICE: Antibody Specifi city Testing | 
  Helping the Dairy Industry to Start Calves Right
  Speaker: Shane Wesener, Ph.D., Bio-Technical Resources & 
  Shawn Jones, Ph.D., Arkion Life Sciences
  Presenting Company: Arkion Life Sciences, LLC

Expo Seminar: Noon

Dairy Forage Semiars

Expo en Español: 2 p.m.

Virtual Farm Tour: 10 a.m.

Knowledge Nook Sessions

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 
OF SUPERIOR INNOVATION AND EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Visit us in the 
Exhibition Hall 

EH 4412

1. GET A PULL TAB AT THE BOOTH

2. WIN $$ OFF OR A BOTTLE OPENER

3. FREE SWEATSHIRT WITH $50 PURCHASE

3 WAYS TO CELEBRATE:

BUILT TOUGH. BUILT TO LAST.
STRONG.

HSMFGCO.COMPROUDLY BUILT IN MARSHFIELD, WI

WDE BOOTH EH2414-2518, TM910-911

Scan the QR Code to 
join the Virtual Farm 

Tour via Zoom!
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It was in 1984 that Larmer 
made his fi rst voyage to World 
Dairy Expo with Lindsay. 
During that trip, the pair trav-
eled to Towns Farms in nearby 
Janesville, Wisconsin, where 
they would fi nalize the deal 
that would bring Townson 
Lindy into the fold at UBI. 

“If there was a bull I 
would say followed my career 
it was Lindy,” Larmer said. 
“He was the fi rst bull I was 
very involved with, with Low-
ell leading the way.”

In 1990, Larmer became 
UBI’s director of market-
ing. At the same time, Lindy 
earned his fi rst proof and 
Larmer became directly in-
volved in marketing the bull. 

In 1994, Larmer was 
named the general manager 
of the organization, on the 
heels of a failed merger vote 
between the three Ontario-
based genetics companies. 
With Larmer at the helm, a 
two-way merger between UBI 
and Western Ontario Breed-
ers Inc. came to fruition in 
1995, forming Gencor. East-
ern Breeders Inc. would later 
join the partnership, creating 
EastGen. 

The mid-1990s were a 
time of many changes in the 
Canadian dairy cattle breeding 
industry, Larmer said.

“When Alta withdrew 
from Semex Canada, follow-
ing their acquisition of Land-
mark Genetics in California, 
that prompted the rest of the 
Canadian companies to sit 
down and determine the fu-
ture. This strengthened their 
partnerships, both domestical-
ly and internationally,” Larm-
er said. “A decision was made, 
with a great deal of foresight 
and vision, to put all the ge-

ConƟ nued from LARMER | Page 1

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Lowell Lindsay (leŌ ) and Paul Larmer (right) smile in front of a statue of Townson Lindy. Lindy 
was the fi rst bull Larmer was involved in procuring for United Breeders Inc., while working with 
Lindsay.

netic programs together with 
Semex Canada, which was 
the export entity, as a way of 
strengthening the partnership 
and locking the Canadian in-
dustry together.”

With the support and en-
couragement of his wife, Mar-
garet, and the Gencor board, 
Larmer became the director 
of international sales and mar-
keting for the newly-formed 
Semex Alliance.

“When I left Gencor, 
Lowell and the staff presented 

me with a painted model of 
Lindy,” Larmer said. “That is 
a treasured gift.”

In 2003, Larmer left Se-
mex to accept a position as 
director of the Americas for 
Alta Genetics. In 2007, Larm-
er returned to Semex as the 
company’s CEO — a position 
he held until he retired at the 
end of 2023. He continued in 
an executive advisory position 
until full retirement at the end 
of May.  

Larmer is quick to men-

tion the support of Margaret 
and their two daughters, Cath-
erine and Hannah. 

“They are the ones who 
made the biggest sacrifi ce,” 
Larmer said.

Throughout his career, 
Larmer has collected pieces of 
wisdom from a bevy of men-
tors — advice he has used to 
mold his own philosophies. 

“I learned a lot from Rob-
ert Chicoine, the fi rst CEO of 
the Semex Alliance,” Larmer 
said. “As a younger person, I 

always wanted things to hap-
pen yesterday. Robert was 
good for me at the time. He 
said to me, ‘You always want 
things to be better, but stop 
and look at what we have ac-
complished.’ That was a good 
lesson for me. We have a ten-
dency to want to put things 
in overdrive, go as fast as we 
can. It was good to have some-
one say you don’t always have 
to have it in that highest gear, 
just to do it quickly.”

Larmer said he has spent 
his career using the things he 
has learned — both positive 
and negative — to mold him-
self.  

“All along the way, I have 
tried to take little pieces from 
many, many people,” Larmer 
said. “That includes the nega-
tive. You see something with 
some people and say, ‘I don’t 
want to be like that.’ You can 
learn something valuable from 
all experiences.”

While the foundation of 
his career was built on dairy 
cattle genetics, Larmer said it 
has been the people he has en-
countered and the experiences 
that have made his career truly 
memorable as he has traveled 
the world, driving Semex’s 
growth and witnessing prog-
ress in a world-wide quest to 
breed the best possible dairy 
cattle.  

“It was always the people 
you met that made each and ev-
ery trip so enjoyable,” Larmer 
said. “People are always keen 
and eager to learn, and I look 
at how far the breeding indus-
try has come in some of those 
countries from when I started 
in this career. It’s absolutely 
amazing what progress has 
been made and where some of 
those countries are today.”



Page 4 • Expo Daily Edition • Wednesday, October 2, 2024

��������	
�������
�
�����������������������������

The Tradition Continues
����������������� !"��#��$
�
$�%&��"��


'&�������������� !"��%&��"��
�&�"�����������(�)�%�
)��)�����
��
���)&��%�(
)��*��+��)�����)�$��(��������,(�$�
$�%��"�)�)��
�

��)&��	��"�
$�	�
���
�-�
��)�$�������
������������	�
��.�
��������������	���)&����
)��)*��
���)/�	���������������"�
��

�
�����.�����.��
�������

�����
��	
�19 ��

��

��	
�23 �����
��	
�23

For Junior Champion, Judge 
Ryan Krohlow selected Schulte Bros 
Colton Fallon, the winning Summer 
Yearling, exhibited by David Hoese 
and Schulte Bros., Glencoe, Minne-
sota. Ratliff Rock & Roll Rum was 
named the Reserve Junior Champi-
on after winning the Fall Calf class. 
Rum is owned by the partnership of 
Ron and Christy Ratliff, Austin Ko-
pecky and Kyle Natzke, of Fond du 
Lac. Krohlow chose Kash-In Victo-
rious Viable-ET, the second-place 
Fall Calf, as his Honorable Men-
tion Junior Champion. Viable is 
owned by Ernest Kueffner and Terri 
Packard of Boonsboro, Maryland.                                                                                                                                        
                      

Two exhibitors — Misty Mead-
ows Dairy and Pacifi c Edge, both of 
Tillamook, Oregon — tied for the 
Premier Breeder banner. Vierra Dairy 
Farms took home the Premier Exhib-
itor banner. Guimo Joel-ET was the 
overall Premier Sire of the show.

Misty Meadows Dairy also took 
home both the Premier Breeder and 
Premier Exhibitor banners in the 
heifer show. The Premier Sire of 
the heifer show was Mr Kathies Kid 
Rock.

Offi cial judge Ryan Krohlow 
of Poynette and his associate, Jean 
Philippe Charest of Saint Alexandre, 
Quebec, were charged with placing 
393 head in the International Jersey 
Show. Complete show results are 
available online at www.worlddairy-
expo.com.

ConƟ nued from INTERNATIONAL JERSEY SHOW | Page 1

Stoney Point Joel Bailey
Vierra Dairy, Hilmar, Calf

Tell us about your animal. Bailey 
was Grand Champion at the Interna-
tional Jersey Show last year and suc-
cessfully defended her title again this 
year. She is the kind of cow that ages 
gracefully and reminds us of the true 
type Jersey cow.  

What does receiving this title mean 
to you? A win at World Dairy Expo 
is a huge honor. The Expo stage is the 
best of the best and we are always 
striving to be competitive here. It is 
super gratifying to repeat this win 
with Bailey again this year. Winning 
Expo once is great. Winning twice is 
amazing. Bailey is on a short list of 
cows who have done that. God-will-
ing, she still has lots of years to shine.                                                       

How did you prepare for the show 
and who helped you? Bailey and the 
rest of the entire Vierra Dairy show 
string are housed at Triple T Hol-
steins. We have a phenomenal team 
that helps care for the cattle year 
round. They are family and good 
friends.  

What trait do you like most about 
your animal? It is hard to pick just 
one trait for which Bailey shines. She 
is a well-balanced cow and has a tre-
mendous udder.  

Why do you enjoy showing at 
WDE? World Dairy Expo is a dis-
play of the most amazing cattle in the 
world. We look forward to competing 
with the best of the best who become 
friends at the end of the week.
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Right now is your best opportunity to add the Lely 
Advantage™ to your barn. When you purchase the Lely 
Astronaut A5 robotic milking system or the Lely Vector 
automatic feeding system by December 16, 2024, make 
no payments for 90 days and get 0% financing for 
the first 12 months, followed by low 5.99% financing 
for 84 total months.* Or, when you purchase the 
Lely Astronaut A5, you can choose Free Activity 
Monitoring** from leading manufacturers like 
SenseHub and Nedap. With free activity monitoring 
you get greater insight into individual cow activity, 
rumination, heat detection and other data insights 
which support a healthy, high performing herd. 

Make the switch to the future of dairy™ today!

GET THE FUTURE 
OF DAIRY™ NOW!

Visit www.lely.com/LelyPromo or 

Booths: Tanbark Building I&J and Exhibition Hall #3407

NO PAYMENTS FOR 
90 DAYS PLUS 0% FINANCING 

FOR 12 MONTHS 

NO PAYMENTS FOR 
90 DAYS PLUS 0% FINANCING 

FOR 12 MONTHS 

FREE ACTIVITY MONITORING
ORy 

or 
e 

90

FR

FOLLOWED BY LOW 5.99% FINANCING 

BY DANIELLE NAUMAN 
AND MICHELE ACKERMAN
Staff  Writers

Oregon youth exhibits International 
Junior Jersey Show Grand Champion 

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
Pacifi c Edge VIP Tessah-ET, the winning Junior Three-Year-Old, is named Intermediate and Grand 
Champion of the InternaƟ onal Junior Jersey Show Oct. 1 in Madison, Wisconsin. Tessah is owned 
by Brent Rocha and Coltan Seals. Rolling Spring Premier Lucille-ET is named Senior and Reserve 
Grand Champion aŌ er winning the LifeƟ me Cheese ProducƟ on class. Lucille is owned by Evan 
Jauquet. Miss Ronde Rosabella-ET, the second-place junior-owned Aged Cow, is named Reserve 
Senior and Honorable MenƟ on Grand Champion for Mia Smith and Kamrie Mauer.

Tessah is tops

MADISON, Wis. — Pa-
cifi c Edge VIP Tessah-ET 
rose to the top of the Interna-
tional Junior Jersey Show, be-
ing named Intermediate and 
Grand Champion after win-
ning the Junior Three-Year-
Old class for Brent Rocha and 
Coltan Seals of Tillamook, 
Oregon.

Following Tessah as the 
Reserve Grand Champion was 
the Senior Champion, Rolling 
Spring Premier Lucille-ET, 
owned by Evan Jauquet of 
Pulaski. Lucille was the top-
placing Lifetime Cheese Pro-
duction cow. For Honorable 
Mention Grand Champion ac-
colades, judge Ryan Krohlow 
tapped his Reserve Senior 
Champion, Miss Ronde 
Rosabella-ET, the top junior-
owned Aged Cow, owned by 
Mia Smith and Kamrie Mauer 
of Elroy. The Honorable Men-
tion Senior Champion was 
the top-placing junior-owned 
Four-Year-Old, Whitdale 
Gentry Goldust, exhibited by 
Katelyn Poitras of Brimfi eld, 
Massachusetts.

Annettes VIP Annie-ET, 
the winning Senior Two-
Year-Old, earned Reserve 
Intermediate Champion hon-
ors for Caroline Powers and 
Emma Paulson of Columbus. 
LC Reckless Armadillo, the 
second-place junior-owned 

Junior Three-Year-Old was 
the judges’ selection for Hon-
orable Mention Intermedi-
ate Champion. Armadillo is 
owned by the partnership of 
Lin-Crest Farm, Erin and So-
phie Leach and Brent Rocha 
of Linwood, Kansas.

In the heifer show, the 
winning Winter Yearling, 
Meadow-Ridge Flawless 
Cranberry, was named the Ju-
nior Champion of the Junior 
Show. Cranberry is owned 
by M., M., K. and T. Riebe 
and A. and A. Anderson of 
Cumberland. Reserve Ju-
nior Champion was the top-
placing junior-owned Sum-
mer Yearling, Johnson Five 
Kid Rock Vanessa, exhibited 
by Kayla Trustem and Bryce 
Cullen of Evansville. The 
top-placing junior-owned Fall 
Calf, Budjon-Vail Joel Sweet 
Pea, earned Honorable Men-
tion Junior Champion rec-
ognition for Evan Jauquet of 
Pulaski.

Offi cial judge Ryan 
Krohlow of Poynette and 
his associate, Jean Philippe 
Charest of Saint Alexandre, 
Quebec, were charged with 
placing 146 head in the In-
ternational Junior Jersey 
Show. Complete show results 
are available online at www.
worlddairyexpo.com.

Pacifi c Edge VIP Tessah-ET
Brent Rocha and Coltan Seals, 
Tillamook, Oregon

Tell us about yourself. 
(Coltan) I graduated with a 
technical degree in agricul-
ture business from Fox Valley 
and am now farming full time 
with my parents, Tom and 
Jennie Seals, at Legendairy 
Farms in Beaver, Oregon. We 
milk 450 registered Jerseys; 
my personal herd numbers 
about 70.

Tell us about your animal. I 
purchased Tessah privately as 
an embryo from Brent Rocha, 
and we now own her in part-
nership. She just received a 
maximum score of EX-91 as 
a Junior Three-Year-Old. She 
has two daughters —a Spring 
Yearling by Contour and a 
Summer Calf by Victorious. 
We have also done in vitro 

fertilization work with her.

What was your reaction 
when your cow was named 
Grand Champion of the Ju-
nior Show? I couldn’t stop 
smiling. I was 9 when I made 
my fi rst trip to World Dairy 
Expo. As a young kid watch-
ing the show from the stands, 
I never imagined that one day 
I would be showing the Grand 
Champion of the Junior Show.

How did you get involved 
in dairy cattle showing? I 
took animals to the county 
and state fair as 4-H and FFA 
projects initially. Pacifi c Edge 
opened doors for me to show 
at a higher level. I started 
helping them with their string 
about eight years ago and 

have become more involved 
over time.

Who has been a mentor for 
your showing career? What 
has been the best advice they 
have given you? Brent Rocha 
has been a mentor for me. He 
has always helped me with 
anything I ask. Among his 
sage words are, “Hang on.”

What is your favorite mem-
ory of showing dairy cattle?
Last year, Tessah was Hon-
orable Mention Intermediate 
Champion at the All American 
Junior Jersey Show in Louis-
ville, Kentucky. This cham-
pionship at Expo with her is 
icing on the cake for me.
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SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
Evie Bork, Cochrane-Fountain City, Wisconsin, FFA Chapter, con-
siders a sample as she parƟ cipates in the World Dairy Expo FFA 
Forage EvaluaƟ on Contest Oct. 1 in Madison, Wisconsin. The 
contest was one of several that involved youth during Expo’s 
FFA Day, which had more than 1,500 students registered.

SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
Danica Stello of the Melrose-Mindoro, Wis-
consin, FFA leads a heifer for the FFA Dairy 
CaƩ le EvaluaƟ on and Showmanship Con-
test Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, 
Wisconsin. The contest had 323 students 
entered.

SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
Breckin Hinz of the Horicon, Wis-
consin, FFA pours a milk sample 
for evaluaƟ on during the Dairy 
Products EvaluaƟ on Contest at 

World Dairy Expo Oct. 1 in Madison, 
Wisconsin. CompeƟ tors considered 

various milk fl avor categories as 
part of the contest.

SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
Members of the AnƟ go, Wisconsin, FFA Chapter show off  prizes won Oct. 1 as they parƟ ci-
pate in an acƟ vity during FFA Day at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Members 
Kara Lucht (from leŌ ), Alexis Pennington, Elizabeth Greif, Gracie Rogatzki, Anna Hangart-
ner, Carissa Dixon and Arri Forster were among the FFA members who visited various 
Trade Show locaƟ ons for passport stamps.
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show whites, shirts, belt s and show supp lies

MICHELLE ACKERMAN/DAIRY STAR
Pacifi c Edge — Joe Rocha (from leŌ ), Mike Podschadly, Sarah Rocha, Grant Ro-
cha, Jennie Seals, Brenta Rocha, Dr. BriƩ  Hines, Coltan Seals, Lisa Leach, Kara 
Halle, Erin Leach and ScoƩ  Rocha — earned the herdsman award Oct. 1 at World 
Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis. Pacifi c Edge is located in Tillamook, Ore.

Herdsmanship
DAILY WINNER

BY DANIELLE NAUMAN 
AND SHERRY NEWELL
Staff  Writers

Minnesota cow tops 
International Milking 
Shorthorn Show

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
The winning Aged Cow, Gin-Val Logic LaureƩ a-EXP, is named Senior and Grand Champion of the InternaƟ onal Milking 
Shorthorn Show Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. LaureƩ a is owned by Cory and Kristen Salzl. Heavenly 
Zora-ET is named Reserve Senior and Reserve Grand Champion aŌ er placing second in the Aged Cow Class for Dillon Free-
man. The winning Senior Three-Year-Old, Henkeseen Petr Shots-EXP-ET, is named the Intermediate and Honorable Men-
Ɵ on Grand Champion for owners MaƩ  Henkes, Susan Lee, Michelle Upchurch and Mike Gregory.

Lauretta makes it logical

MADISON, Wis. — Gin-Val Logic 
Lauretta-EXP, the winning Aged Cow, 
grabbed the Senior and Grand Cham-
pion banners in the International Milk-
ing Shorthorn Show for owners Cory and 
Kristen Salzl of Litchfi eld, Minnesota. 
Following Lauretta as the Reserve Senior 
and Reserve Grand Champion was the 
second-place Aged Cow, Heavenly Zora-
ET, exhibited by Dillon Freeman of Bre-
men, Indiana. Honorable Mention Grand 
Champion honors went to the Interme-
diate Champion, Henkeseen Petr Shots-
EXP-ET, the winning Senior Three-Year-
Old, owned by Matt Henkes, Susan Lee, 
Michelle Upchurch and Mike Gregory of 
Hebron, Illinois.

Following Shots as the Reserve In-
termediate Champion was Pine-Star LM 
Jitterbug-EXP, the winning Junior Two-
Year-Old, owned by the Salzls and Leah, 
Jason and Jessica James of Mineral Point. 
Corstar Win Maisel-EXP, the second-
place Junior Two-Year-Old, was selected 
to be the Honorable Mention Intermediate 
Champion. Maisel is owned by Jadeyn, 
Alexa, Raela and Walker Mueterthies of 
Lawler, Iowa.

Lazy M Presto Eska-EXP, the fi rst-
place Five-Year-Old, received recognition 
as the Honorable Mention Senior Cham-
pion for owners Mike Gregory, Michelle 
Upchurch and Holbric Holsteins of He-
bron, Illinois.

In the heifer show, Lazy M Money 
Laundering-ET-P, the winning Fall Calf, 
was lauded as the Junior Champion for 
the partnership of Triple S Genetics and 
Fairholm of Anamosa, Iowa. The winning 
Summer Yearling, Corstar MM Rasta-ET, 
received the nod as the Reserve Junior 
Champion. Rasta is exhibited by Riley 
Bohrer of Walkersville, Maryland. Hon-
orable Mention honors went to Ourway 
Rs Saucy 6th, the second-place Fall Calf, 
owned by P. and C. Crane and B. and A. 
Coyne of Waterloo.

Hard Core Farm of New Enterprise, 
Pennsylvania, was awarded the Premier 
Breeder banner while Peter Vail of Va-
latie, New York, was named the Premier 
Exhibitor. The overall Premier Sire of the 
show was Innisfail Mega Lottery-ET.

In the heifer show, Maunesha Creek 
Farm of Sun Prairie won the Premier 
Breeder banner, while Peter Vail also cap-
tured that Premier Exhibitor banner. The 
Premier Sire of the heifer show was Hal-
pins Muddy Rockstar-TW.

Offi cial judge Chris Lahmers of 
Marysville, Ohio, and his associate judge, 
Michael Maier of Stitzer, Wisconsin, were 
charged with placing 262 head of Milking 
Shorthorns in the International Milking 
Shorthorn Show. Complete show results 
are available online at www.worlddairy-
expo.com.

Gin-Val Logic Lauretta-EXP
Cory and Kristen Salzl, Litchfi eld, Min-
nesota

Tell us about your animal. She was 
Reserve Grand Champion last year. We 
bought her here in 2021 from Johnathon 

Clark of New Hampshire when she was 
Intermediate Champion as a Three-Year-
Old. She was Grand Champion at the 
Minnesota State Fair in 2023. She’s also 
the dam of this year’s World Dairy Expo 
Reserve Junior Champion, Corstar MM 
Rasta-ET.

What does receiving this title mean to 
you? Obviously, it’s amazing, especially 
after we have shown the Reserve Grand 
Champion here for the last three years. It 
was like we were almost there so many 
times. It’s really amazing to have people 
appreciate your cows.

How did you prepare for the show and 
who helped you? We’re always prepar-
ing. It’s 365 days. We’ve been practicing 
at home this year, because Expo is our 

fi rst show this year due to bird fl u. We 
needed to make sure we could be here. 
Kristen’s brother, Jesse, is a silent partner 
in the cow, so he’s very important and is 
here helping us along with his girlfriend. 
Our crew here also includes Co-Jo Dairy’s 
folks, and RTB Partners. Tanner Morrison 
is our fi tter. And back home, family is tak-
ing care of our two children and a neigh-
bor is taking care of the farm. 

What trait do you like most about your 
animal? She’s just such a complete cow. 
Her udder is so welded on. She’s just so 
stylish.

Why do you enjoy showing at WDE? 
We enjoy seeing people we only see once 
a year. It’s how all the work we do all year 
long is fi nally out there to show it off.
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Mike Marean 
Albany, Wisconsin
International Red & White Show

Tell us about your role as a superinten-
dent. I work closely with the staff of World 
Dairy Expo and oversee all aspects of the 
International Red & White Show. This in-
cludes meetings throughout the year, an-
swering questions from exhibitors, organiz-
ing volunteers for the show, working with 
other superintendents for animal stalling, 
animal check-in and running the breed 
meeting prior to the show. I am the main 
contact once the show is happening and it 
is my responsibility to ensure the show runs 
smoothly. During the week, along with oth-
er superintendents, I walk the barns periodi-
cally to ensure all exhibitors are following 
the facility requirements.

What is your background and current in-
volvement in the dairy industry? I grew 
up on a farm and have been active in agri-
culture my whole life. I judged and showed 

dairy cattle while growing up. I attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison and received 
my degree in dairy science and ag journalism. I have worked for multiple feed compa-
nies since college and currently work for UW-Madison as a procurement manager, working 
closely with the ag research farms and the UW-Madison College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences. I have coached 4-H dairy judging for over 30 years and was fortunate to have the 
winning national 4-H dairy judging team at World Dairy Expo in 2018. I have chaperoned 
our county for the Wisconsin State Fair as my kids have grown up. I am also one of the 
coordinators for the Dane County Dairy Promotion Committee and the Dane County Dairy 
Breakfast on the Farm.

What preparations are involved leading up to WDE? There are periodic meetings where 
we keep up to date on what is happening, like things in the industry that may affect the show. 
We must be well versed in the premium book and be prepared to answer various questions 
that may come up. We reach out to our breed show volunteers to confi rm their participation 
in the show. We meet as a group to discuss the stalling of animals, then spend many hours 
contacting exhibitors and getting the stalling map put together as a team. We meet prior to 
any animals coming to go through everything on site and make sure we are prepared. As 
superintendents, we are there to help each other however we can.

What is the highlight of WDE week for you? The highlight of World Dairy Expo week 
is the Red & White show itself. It is a culmination of the work throughout the year and the 
chance to be part of this great show is exciting.

What three things could you not do this role without? This role could not be done with-
out the great help of the World Dairy Expo staff, other superintendents and the volunteers 
who help with the breed shows. It could not be done without cooperation from the exhibitors 
attending the show. Finally, I could not do this role without the support of my family, who 
know how much I love doing this.

What do you value about being the Red & White superintendent? I value being part of a 
great team with the other superintendents and World Dairy Expo staff, putting on the great-
est dairy cattle show in the world. I also value all the great volunteers who help with the Red 
& White show. It would be impossible to run the show without them.

What is your favorite WDE memory involving the breed you represent? My favorite 
memory has been watching my kids show at World Dairy Expo, even though they showed 
other breeds besides Red & Whites. I also enjoy being in the ring as the supreme champion 
is picked each year. Each year provides new memories that I can look back on for years to 
come and appreciate that I was part of this great show. 

Dave Bollig
Belleville, Wisconsin
Overall Dairy Cattle Superintendent
Brown Swiss Superintendent

Tell us about your role as a superintendent. Serving as the overall superintendent I am on both 
the Dairy Cattle Exhibitors Committee and the Executive Committee. Between those, we have 
meetings pretty much monthly and as we get closer to Expo, we will have weekly meetings. As 
a group of superintendents, we have regular meetings to plan. I am also involved in the judge's 
selection committee. We start the stalling process once entries close, working to put that puzzle 
together. We have over 3,000 entries and room for about 2,600 that actually come. We work as 
a team to fi gure that all out. We work with the needs of different breeders and strings, trying to 
accommodate everyone’s needs. In September, the superintendents talk daily as we learn more 
information to try and make everything work. The week of Expo, we’ll have a sit-down meeting, 
and I’ll also do a walk-through of the grounds with the Executive Committee.

What is your background and current involvement in the dairy industry? I work for Sym-
don Auto Group. We have a small hobby farm where we raise heifers, and my son and I own 
some cows in partnership with Ryan Sonnenburg, that are housed at his farm. Through the years 
we have had a lot of 4-H kids that have come and shown our heifers, and we really enjoy work-
ing with them. My fi rst exposure to Expo was judging in the 4-H contest. The show made an 
impression on me. I also started helping Howard Voegeli and his family with their show string 
and David Bachmann with the Pinehurst string. I started volunteering at Expo with the check-in 
process nearly 40 years ago. Then I helped Jim Crowley for years. In 2012 when Jim was put into 
the role of overall dairy cattle superintendent, he asked me to take over the role of Brown Swiss 
superintendent. When Jim stepped down in 2015, I was voted in by the Dairy Cattle Exhibitors 
Committee as the overall dairy cattle superintendent. When I was approached about serving as the 
overall superintendent, I asked if I would be able to retain my role as the Brown Swiss superin-
tendent. I really enjoy the Brown Swiss people and working with their breed. The board approved 
letting me continue in both roles.

What preparations are involved leading up to WDE? As the overall dairy cattle superinten-
dent, Expo is a year-round job for me, with meetings, committees and planning. We meet with the 
Badger Dairy Club and the vet school students who work with checking health papers.

What is the highlight of WDE week for you? Seeing all the exhibitors, the great cattle — the 
best from all over the U.S. and Canada come to Expo, and that is pretty neat. I enjoy the atmo-
sphere and working to accommodate them.

What three things could you not do this role without? First would be my family. They cover 
for me a lot. My wife, Marilyn, is right beside me, all the time. Second would be my boss, who 
allows me time to do this. It takes a lot of time. The third would be a passion for WDE. It is such 
a great show, you want to keep it going. I always fi gured I needed to volunteer because someone 
else volunteered before me. It also goes without saying, none of this would be possible without 
the terrifi c team of superintendents.

What do you value about being both the overall and the Brown Swiss superintendent? It is 
all about the relationships built with the exhibitors, and knowing we are all doing it for the cattle, 
and the tradition of Expo.

What is your favorite WDE memory involving the breed you represent? The new pavilions 
really stick out — going from the eight barns we had to the two new pavilions and what we went 
through to get a world-class facility like that. I also facilitate the Supreme Champion judging. To 
see all those great cows, standing together, and then you add the judges — world-class cows and 
world-class judges, all a part of WDE.

Suzanne Lois
Burlington, Wisconsin
International Milking Shorthorn Show

Tell us about your role as a superintendent. I help with the arrival of animals and stalling, 
check in my breed, and make sure the show runs smoothly and is enjoyable for the exhibi-
tors. I also do public relations with exhibitors during the week to answer questions or help 
with any issues they may be having. Finally, I listen to exhibitors to help make the show 
more enjoyable the next year as issues may pop up.

What is your background and current involvement in the dairy industry? I have been 
in the dairy industry as a professional for over 41 years.  I am also married to a sixth-
generation farmer. His family has owned the original farm since 1858. Currently I am an 
independent consultant working in consulting and sales for two companies with dairy and 
beef clients in the Upper Midwest.

What preparations are involved leading up to WDE? I get commitments of volunteers 
for breed check-in and show day. I start stalling cattle strings two weeks before fi nal stall-
ing on the grounds. I go through the premium book to confi rm with the breed secretary any 
changes to the premium book and show.

What is the highlight of WDE week for you? Working with other superintendents the en-
tire week and visiting with my breed’s exhibitors and other exhibitors at Expo. I also enjoy 
catching up with industry professionals I have known for over 40 years and college friends.

What three things could you not do this role without? The other superintendents, World 
Dairy Expo dairy cattle show staff and volunteers.

What do you value about being the Milking Shorthorn superintendent?  The relation-
ships I have built over the years volunteering at Expo.

What is your favorite WDE memory involving the breed you represent? The positive 
response I received from my breed when I became the superintendent.

Rick & Paula Bovre
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
International Junior Holstein Show

Tell us about your role as a superintendent.
The superintendents work as a team, but each 
is responsible for their specifi c breed show. 
This entails working with the exhibitors to an-
swer questions and accommodate any needs 
they may have as best we can. We coordinate 
the volunteers needed for check-in and show 
day, conducting breed meetings and accom-
modating any requests World Dairy Expo 
staff, ethics crew or exhibitors may have. 

What is your background and current in-
volvement in the dairy industry? We have 
both been involved in the dairy industry our 
entire lives. We both grew up on registered 
Holstein farms and we were managers and 
partners of Great Northern Land & Cattle 
Co. Inc. for 43 years, managing more than 
960 dairy cattle sales. Having sold the Great 
Northern Sales Arena earlier in 2024, we are 
continuing in the business with involvement 
in online auctions, catalog production and pro-
motions for sales. We are an insurance agent 
specializing in livestock mortality coverage and manage a few on-farm sales.

What preparations are involved leading up to WDE? We coordinate our team of volunteers 
needed to keep the show running smoothly on show day and the volunteers from Holstein USA 
who handle the check-in for the International Junior Holstein show. Since a majority of the Junior 
Holstein entries are tied with other strings, our stalling requests are minimal. But we do help the 
superintendent team in any way we can with this as it is a very time-consuming task. If we need 
Junior Holstein show class sponsors, we try to solicit additional sponsorships.    

What is the highlight of WDE week for you? Working with the superintendent team and Expo 
staff, as well as seeing many friends that you only see once a year.

What three things could you not do this role without? World Dairy Expo staff, volunteers and 
the superintendent team.

What do you value about being the Junior Holstein superintendent? The many people we 
have met over the years and working with staff and our superintendent team to make World Dairy 
Expo the best it can be. 

What is your favorite WDE memory involving the breed you represent? Every year the 
excitement of the junior members, particularly those exhibiting for the fi rst time on the colored 
shavings, is very gratifying. The enthusiasm and passion of the juniors is energizing.

SUPERINTENDENT S P O T L I G H T
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PHOTO COURTESY OF BARRY SHERBECK
The World Dairy Expo Superintendent Team — Jen Keuning (from leŌ ), Paula 
Bovre, Steve Sievert, Dave Bollig, Jon Rasmussen, Kim Moucha, Suzanne Lois and 
Mike Marean — plays a vital role in ensuring the eight dairy caƩ le shows at Expo 
are successful each year.
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Kimberly Moucha
Madison, Wisconsin
International Ayrshire Show

Tell us about your role as a superintendent. As a superintendent, I have the won-
derful responsibility of overseeing the Ayrshire show from start to fi nish, includ-
ing overseeing show volunteers, pre-stalling animals, assisting with cattle ingress, 
participating in meetings and committees, and working with my fellow superinten-
dents to come up with innovative ways to improve the show year after year.

What is your background and current involvement in the dairy industry? I 
grew up on a small dairy farm — more like an Old McDonald Farm —  in north-
western Wisconsin. I headed south to Madison to attend college at the University of 
Wisconsin where I graduated with a life sciences communications degree (two nu-
trition courses short of the double major in dairy science). While attending classes 
part time, I worked full time for Dr. Robert Bremel in the dairy science department 
and then followed him to his start-up biotech company, Gala Design.  I continued 
to work for this company under several different names for 27 years in informa-
tion technology automation, supporting the various systems for the pharmaceutical 
industry. My education and dairy background were very benefi cial when working 
in a lab based on messenger ribonucleic acid and DNA research. My involvement 
in the dairy industry is mainly through World Dairy Expo and supporting youth at 
local and state fairs.

What preparations are involved leading up to WDE? Oh, there are so many ac-
tivities starting with meetings. We meet throughout the year starting in the spring, 
then meet again a few times in the summer, several times in the days leading up 
to cattle arrival, and during the show. We hold a post-show meeting, and then the 
cycle begins again. Our biggest preparation and our biggest challenge are stalling 
animals — I believe it is the world’s biggest puzzle. With the great teamwork of 
the superintendents (supers) and the cooperation of the exhibitors, we manage to 
fi nd a home for every animal that steps foot on the grounds. This puzzle involves 
viewing and reviewing the stalling requests, fi guring out which ones are duplicates 
or triplicates, questioning why some exhibitors haven’t submitted a stalling request 
and then the countless number of hours of phone calls, emails, text messages, and 
now, Snapchats, to exhibitors asking them whom they are stalling with or who is 
stalling with them, whom they need to be tied next to, who’s sharing nightline, who 
can’t be stalled next to you and how many animals are you actually bringing. As 
supers, we also need to coordinate our schedules to be available to assist each other 
and ensure that there are always two supers for cattle arrival and on the grounds 
during show days. In addition to this, we need to oversee our volunteers to ensure 
their needs are met so they can perform their volunteer activities with happiness 
and joy, and without issues.

What is the highlight of WDE week for you? There are so many highlights 
throughout the week but honestly, a grilled cheese and shake from the Badger Dairy 
Club cheese stand is my number one.  Catching up with friends, colleagues, fellow 
alumni and exhibitors is also high on the list, and fi nally seeing kids working hard 
to show their animals and do well because of that hard work makes my heart smile.

What three things could you not do this role without? My volunteers. I literally 
have the “A Team” for team Ayrshire. They are my fellow supers. We work as one 
and one for all.  And fi nally, the tremendous staff. I love working with Laurie, Lau-
ra and Lexa (aka Triple L). We couldn’t do this without their support, knowledge, 
hard work and love of what they do because it helps me do the job I love to do.

What do you value about being the Ayrshire superintendent? I value the op-
portunity it gives me to volunteer at the world’s greatest dairy show where I get to 
see beautiful animals, establish friendships with folks from all over the world, and 
volunteer with so many great people that love cows as much as I do. I love being 
a part of the show decisions, show process improvements (such as being on the 
development team for electronic check-in and placings, being on the committee to 
design improved milk collection containers, being on the pavilion design commit-
tee, to name a few) and working with the amazing superintendent team.

What is your favorite WDE memory involving the breed you represent? Again, 
there are so many great memories, but I would have to say watching the bagpipers 
leading the class winners, juniors and open show, into the ring for the naming of the 
champion a few years ago and looking into the stands and seeing everyone’s eyes 
on the Ayrshire show. Everything stopped and all eyes were on our show — it was 
an amazing moment in time and one I’ll never forget. We are very fortunate to have 
such a great tradition for the naming of the Ayrshire grand champion.

Jen Keuning
Green Bay, Wisconsin
International Holstein Show

Tell us about your role as a superintendent. As the Holstein superintendent, I work 
with the rest of the superintendent team to house the exhibitors planning to attend Expo 
and work with Expo staff and exhibitors to run a seamless cattle show that showcases 
some of the best animals in the world.

What is your background and current involvement in the dairy industry? I grew 
up on a dairy farm in central Iowa and worked as a University of Wisconsin extension 
agent for 10 years in Kewaunee County. For the past 18 years, I have worked as a senior 
project manager at GHD Services Inc. In my current role, I provide engineering and 
permitting services to dairy farms across the United States.

What preparations are involved leading up to WDE? Lots of phone calls and emails 
with exhibitors, answering questions and confi rming animal numbers to house cattle at 
World Dairy Expo.

What is the highlight of WDE week for you? Getting all the Holstein cattle checked 
in for the show and closing the catalog so it can be sent out for printing.

What three things could you not do this role without? Good volunteers, the superin-
tendent team and the exhibitors.

What do you value about being the Holstein superintendent? The relationships I 
have been able to build with exhibitors across North America.

What is your favorite WDE memory involving the breed you represent? Watching 
Floydholm MC Emoji-ET, a cow that I own as part of the LaFemme Fatale Syndicate 
with Shawn and Seth Nehls, win Intermediate Champion at the 2019 World Dairy Expo.

More information, visit boerger.com
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Treating calf scours isn’t easy, especially when 
antibiotics are harder to get and resistance is 
growing. Get calves back on track fast after 
digestive stress with Rapid Strike™.  This 
natural oral drench helps hydrate calves and 
supports regular eating and drinking patterns 
to keep their energy focused on growth. 

GET A FREE SAMPLE
Visit Ralco in the Exhibition Hall (1308-1309) 
and get a FREE 60 ml bottle of Rapid Strike!
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BY DANIELLE NAUMAN                                                                                          
Staff Writer

Indiana cow earns 
third championship in 
International Junior 
Milking Shorthorn Show

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
Heavenly Zora-ET is named Senior and Grand Champion of the International Junior Milking Shorthorn Show, after win-
ning the Aged Cow Class Oct. 1 in Madison, Wisconsin. Zora is owned by Dillon Freeman. Lazy-M-JK Lady-in-Red-EXP is 
named Reserve Senior and Reserve Grand Champion after winning the Four-Year-Old class. She is owned by Aubree, Aiden 
and Alaina Topp. Corstar Win Maisel-EXP, the top-placed junior-owned Junior Two-Year-Old, was named Intermediate 
Champion and Honorable Mention Grand Champion of the Junior Show. She is owned by Jadeyn, Alexa, Raela and Walker 
Mueterthies.

Zora scores a hat trick

MADISON, Wis. — For the third 
year in a row, Heavenly Zora-ET, the 
top-placing junior-owned Aged Cow, was 
tapped as Senior and Grand Champion of 
the International Junior Milking Short-
horn Show for Dillon Freeman of Bre-
men, Indiana. Lazy-M-JK Lady in-Red-
EXP, the winning Four-Year-Old, once 
again followed Zora as the Reserve Grand 
Champion after being named Reserve Se-
nior Champion. Lady In-Red is owned by 
Aubree, Aiden and Alaina Topp of Bot-
kins, Ohio.

Corstar Win Maisel-EXP, the top-
placed junior-owned Junior Two-Year-
Old, was named Intermediate Champion 
of the Junior Show and received the nod 
for Honorable Mention Grand Champion 
honors. Her herdmate, Lazy M Bender 
Back-EXP, the winning Senior Two-Year-
Old, was selected to be the Reserve Inter-
mediate Champion. Both cows are owned 
by Jadeyn, Alexa, Raela and Walker 
Mueterthies of Lawler, Iowa. Honorable 
Mention Intermediate Champion rec-
ognition went to Halpins Triple Crown 
Roulette-ET, the top junior-owned Senior 
Three-Year-Old, owned by Owen or Colt 
Halpin or Bailey Broers of Halpin Farms 
in Buckingham, Illinois.

The top-placing Four-Year-Old, 
Mikes-Dar Trans Rebecca, received the 
nod as the Honorable Mention Senior 
Champion for Tristen Upchurch of He-
bron, Illinois.

Dc-KnH Rockstar Cuddles-ET, the 
top-placing junior-owned Fall Calf, was 
tapped for Junior Champion honors. Cud-

dles is leased by Cameron Ryan of Fond 
du Lac, and owned by Peter Vail. Follow-
ing Cuddles as the Reserve Junior Cham-
pion was the winning Winter Calf, KnH 
Endres Legend Has It-ET, leased by Jayse 
Pudwill of Dakota, Illinois, and owned by 
Tyler Endres. Lazy M Liam Alligator, the 
second-place junior-owned Fall Calf, re-
ceived the handshake for Honorable Men-
tion Junior Champion. Alligator was ex-
hibited by Cael, Chase and Caden Cannon 
of Dyersville, Iowa.

Official judge Chris Lahmers of 
Marysville, Ohio, and his associate judge, 
Michael Maier of Stitzer, were charged 
with placing 123 head of junior-owned 
Milking Shorthorns. Complete show re-
sults are available online at www.world-
dairyexpo.com.
                             

Heavenly Zora-ET
Dillon Freeman, Bremen, Indiana

Tell us about yourself. I am a fourth-gen-
eration dairy farmer and have been work-
ing full time on our family farm since I 
graduated from high school in 2023. We 
milk a mixed breed herd of 150 Holsteins, 
Ayrshires and Brown Swiss cows.   
                                         
Tell us about your animal. I purchased 
Zora as a Summer Yearling in 2019. She 
was the first animal I purchased. She was 
classified VG-88 as a maximum score for 
a two-year-old and is now EX-92 as an 
aged cow. She has one daughter, Nor-Bert 
Ziva, who placed sixth in the Fall Yearling 
class at Expo this year.

What was your reaction when your cow 
was named Grand Champion of the Ju-
nior Show? I was extremely happy and 

I am very grateful. It is really cool to be 
able to bring Zora back three times and 
have her get better every time. This year 
she looks as good as she ever has.

How did you get involved in dairy cattle 
showing? I grew up showing cattle with 
my family.

Who has been a mentor for your show-
ing career? What has been the best 
advice they have given you? My family 
members are probably my biggest men-
tors. I have two pieces of advice they have 
given and I would pass along: don’t give 
up on a young cow and always strive to 
do better.      
                                                                                                          
What is your favorite memory of show-
ing dairy cattle? My favorite memory is 
showing the Reserve Supreme Champion 
Heifer of the Junior Show at Expo in 2019. 
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Today’s Consumption
Tomorrow’s Production

Your future is now.
And it starts with her. Help 

her maintain normal digestive 
health and support a functioning 

immune system with First Arrival®

total eubiotics. This easy-to-feed 
product is available in powder 
or paste. Kickstart tomorrow’s 

production today.

©2023 DBC Ag Products

Be proactive with calf health.
Scan for a free on-farm consultation 
with your local DBC representative.

Visit us in the trade show at booth #EH 1613/1614!

DUOSDYNAMIC Delbert and Heather Yoder
West Salem, Ohio

He was an FFA alumnus; she 
was an FFA member. When Delbert 
and Heather Yoder met, it was the 
beginning of a long story that con-
tinues today at World Dairy Expo®.

The Yoders of West Salem, 
Ohio, showed their fi rst animal to-
gether in 1995. Delbert came from 
the farm where they now breed 
cattle with the Brook Hollow prefi x, 
striving for show-type Holsteins 
and Brown Swiss.

Heather took a job working for 
a neighboring dairy farmer as a high 
school sophomore, and her boss al-
lowed her to show a few animals. 
She needed a fi tter; he fi t the bill.

Over the years, the couple be-
gan to work shows and sales to-
gether. They established the herd 
in 1998 and today milk 30 cows. In 
addition to managing the herd with 
help from a niece, Delbert works as 
a hoof trimmer. Heather works with 

BY SHERRY NEWELL
Staff  Writer

FFA brought 
Yoders together

SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STAR
Delbert and Heather Yoder pause near their Brook Hollow string of animals 
Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The Yoders have been 
showing together since 1995.

30 years of 
showing cows

Golden Link supplements and Blondin 
Sires.

Among their accomplishments to-
gether was the purchase of Top Acres 
Pre Para in 2004, a Brown Swiss cow 
whose daughter was at one time the 
highest-selling Brown Swiss at a public 
auction.

“We didn’t know anything about 
Swiss,” Heather said of their decision 
to purchase the cow. “But as we worked 
their sales we thought, ‘It would be re-
ally nice to buy one of those.’”

What a fruitful purchase she was.
“We only ever bought one Swiss,” 

Delbert said. “And we’ve probably reg-
istered 100 animals that all go back to 
her.”

While Holsteins and Brown Swiss 
are their focus, they once showed the 
WDE Intermediate Champion and Re-
serve Grand Champion Guernsey, and a 
Best Bred and Owned Jersey. They had 
an All-American Ayrshire as well.

“I just like good cows,” Delbert 
said.

His breeding philosophy is to stack 
sires.

“The more sires you have that make 
the type you want, the more you accom-
plish,” he said. “We like deep pedigrees 
in cows with longevity. And we like de-
veloping cows.”
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Your Feed Your Feed 
Ingredient Link!Ingredient Link!

What you need when you need it. 

On time and at a price that’s right.

CANOLA MEAL

CORN GLUTEN FEED

CORN DISTILLERS GRAINS

LINSEED MEAL

FLAX SEED

OAT HULLS

RICE HULLS

SOYBEAN MEAL

SOY BEST

SOYBEAN HULLS

SOY PLUS

AMINO PLUS

WHEAT MIDDS

SAW DUST

NOVAMEAL

COTTONSEED

Visit us in Visit us in 
Booth EH 2405Booth EH 2405

8

(MN,ND, SD, WI, IA, NE)

SEAN LASCHINGER
    800-836-5674
COTTONSEED & GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS

     SLASCHINGER@AMERICANAGCO.COM

(WI, MI, IL)

JOHN JOHNSON
   800-836-5646
COTTONSEED & GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS
       JJOHNSON@AMERICANAGCO.COM

Rural Wisconsin Mental 
Health Resources

namiwisconsin.org/ag/

STARSTUDDED TINA 
VILTER MCDONALD

HARTLAND, Wis. — From the colored shav-
ings to the Trade Show fl oor, Tina Vilter McDonald 
has a long history with World Dairy Expo. 

“Expo has been a part of my life for more than 40 
years,” Vilter McDonald said. “I started showing cat-
tle here with my family in 1979 and I’ve only missed 
a couple of shows since that fi rst year.”

In recent years, Vilter McDonald has spent most 
of her time helping her clients maximize their World 
Dairy Expo experience. She started TVM Marketing, 
a full-service marketing and communications agency, 
more than 20 years ago. 

“I could not have done any of this without sup-
portive mentors, friends, co-workers and bosses along 
the way,” Vilter McDonald said. “Awesome clients, a 
hard-working and uber-talented team, my wonderful 
family who encouraged me to start my own business, 
and my parents who gave me endless hands-on agri-
cultural learning opportunities are among those sup-
porters.”

World Dairy Expo is a special place for Vilter 
McDonald. Growing up on a Guernsey dairy farm, 
Four Winds Farm, Vilter McDonald showed cattle 
with her family at local, state and national shows, in-
cluding Expo. 

“I was blessed with parents who nurtured my 
passion for the dairy industry,” Vilter McDonald said. 
“They taught me the importance of hard work and 
instilled in me a love of cows. As a family, we were 

BY TIFFANY KLAPHAKE
Staff  Writer

McDonald refl ects on World 
Dairy Expo experiences 

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Tina Vilter (leŌ ), Traci Nelson, Joy Vilter and Clark Vilter wait outside the Coliseum during the InternaƟ onal 
Guernsey Show at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Vilter McDonald’s Expo experiences have run 
the gamut from exhibiƟ ng her family’s famed Four Winds Guernseys to youth contest parƟ cipant to naƟ onal 
champion dairy judge to owning her own markeƟ ng agency.

Centered on dairy
involved in showing cattle and I’ll always cherish my 
time in the ring.”

Over the years, Four Winds Farm captured 11 
grand champions, more than 20 premier breeder 
awards and 20-plus premier exhibitor awards at 
World Dairy Expo.  

As a youth, Vilter McDonald also participated in 
the showmanship contest at Expo. 

“I remember when they added the clipping por-
tion to the showmanship contest,” Vilter McDonald 
said. “There were no age divisions at that time. I was 
12 years old, and I won the showing part of the con-
test, but failed miserably at clipping and ended up 7th 
overall. I vowed from that day forward to learn from 
some of the best fi tters on how to make an animal 
look her best.”

Vilter McDonald’s passion for the dairy indus-
try led her to pursue a degree in agricultural journal-
ism and a minor in dairy production at South Dakota 
State University. While there, she participated on the 
dairy judging team. 

“My parents always encouraged me to participate 
in dairy cattle judging contests as they believed judg-
ing helped teach lifelong skills,” Vilter McDonald 
said. “I grew up competing at all levels and had ex-
cellent teammates, coaches and mentors throughout 
the years.”

The 1989 dairy judging team at SDSU, with 
sophomore Vilter McDonald on the team, went on 
to place second overall and Vilter McDonald placed 
fi rst individually. 

“I still remember driving straight to the cattle 
barns after the awards ceremony to tell my dad,” Vil-
ter McDonald said. “He was clipping one of our cows 
at the time and he had to stop clipping because he was 
shaking with so much excitement. Judging that year, 
with my awesome teammates and coaches ranks as 
one of my all-time highlights. I’ll never forget it and 
it defi nitely opened doors for me.”

Vilter McDonald would later return to judge at 
World Dairy Expo as an offi cial for the 4-H and col-
legiate judging competitions and the showmanship 
contest. 

After graduating from SDSU Vilter McDonald 
worked for companies such as Select Sires, Hoard’s 
Dairyman, Colle & McVoy and Charleston/Orwig 
prior to starting TVM Marketing. 

“There’s no better reward than helping clients 
achieve their goals and objectives,” Vilter McDonald 
said. “We love what we do, and I believe it shows in 

our work.”
Over the years, several of her clients have exhib-

ited in the Trade Show at Expo and one client even 
won the award for top booth display.  

“At World Dairy Expo, I’m most proud of the 
accomplishments my clients and my family have 
achieved,” Vilter McDonald said. 

Her family continues to make waves at World 
Dairy Expo even though Four Winds Farm has since 
dispersed their herd. 

“We’ve kept an interest in a couple of our favor-
ite cow families,” Vilter McDonald said. “This year 
we hope to see a few of our heifers owned in partner-
ship back on the colored shavings.”

World Dairy Expo is a family affair for Vilter 
McDonald as her daughter also participated in events 
before the herd dispersed, including showing her ani-
mals in the Guernsey show and showmanship con-
tests. The showmanship contest, in particular, contin-
ues to be a favorite for Vilter McDonald. 

“I enjoyed being a part of the showmanship con-
test, whether participating in it as a youth, watching 
my daughter compete, or being honored to be an of-
fi cial judge of the competition,” Vilter McDonald 
said. “I love that World Dairy Expo gives the youth 
a chance to participate in both showing and clipping 
competitions at a national level.”

There are a lot of aspects to World Dairy Expo 
and Vilter McDonald has been involved in many of 
them. She continues to look forward to attending the 
Madison show each year. 

“From being with family and friends, helping 
clients, meeting with dairy producers and infl uenc-
ers, watching the cow shows, and learning about new 
products and services, World Dairy Expo is truly an 
amazing week that I look forward to all year,” Vilter 
McDonald said. “It really is a must-attend event for 
anyone involved in the dairy industry.”     
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LIVING 
THE

DAIRY 
LIFE 

The work is hard. The hours are long.  
The reward isn’t always ea ily measured.  
But you give it your all, every day. You’re 

a dairy producer because caring for cows is  
more than a business. This is your life. 

BouMatic understands what that really means. 
We’ve spent the last 85 years improving the way 

cows are milked and dairy producers evolve 
their operations to meet the future. 

As we commemorate this remarkable milestone, 
we extend heartfelt gratitude to the dairy farmers, 

BouMatic dealers, and our dedicated employees 
who have been our partners in progress.

Thank you for your dedication, your passion, and your trust.

Stop by our booth — located at 3111 - 3315! 

Celebrate with us on Wednesday, October 2 , 4-6 pm
 at the Tanbark in the Arena Building.

Free snacks, drinks and live music. 

For the life of your dairy™

A-7418482314

Can’t make it? 
Stop by Booth EH4331 
for special promotions and 
educational opportunities 
throughout the week! 

vas.com

Scan the QR 
code for a full list 
of VAS events.

Harness the latest 
technology to accelerate 
your dairy’s genetic future

Join VAS today from 11:30 AM - 12:15 PM 
in the Knowledge Nook to find out how!
Located in the Atrium of the Exhibition Hall

STARS
WALK OF   

S P O N S O R

F I V E   S T A R
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Star Sponsors
BouMatic

Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin 
Hoard's Dairyman

John Deere
New Holland

Select Sires, Inc.
Semex/Boviteq

Zoetis

Amlan International
Brevant seeds

Calf-Star
Channel

Dairy Herd Management 
Dairy Management Inc.

Dairy Star
Dane County 
Diamond V

E-Zee Milking Equipment, LLC
Golden Calf Company
Holstein International

Kemin Animal Nutrition & Health
Lallemand Animal Nutrition

Merck Animal Health
Midwest Farm Report Radio Network

Ostrom Family
Phibro Animal Health Corp.

State of Wisconsin
STgenetics 

Trans Ova Genetics
Udder Comfort Inc.
U.S. Farm Report

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection

ABS Global and St. Jacobs ABC
Agri-Plastics Mfg.

ARM & HAMMER Animal 
and Food Production

Blondin Sires
Cargill Animal Nutrition

Cattle Connection
Comfort Hoof Care
Compeer Financial

Corteva
Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding
Cowsmopolitan Dairy Magazine

Dairy Global
Datamars Livestock
Destination Madison

Eagle Builders
Ever.Ag

Ag-Bag by RCI
Agri-King, Inc.

Ayrshire Breeders Association
Barenbrug USA

Bialtec
Coburn Company, Inc.

CROPLAN
Culver Franchising System, LLC

DairySmart NZ
Dane County Dairy Promotion Committee

DeLaval, Inc.
Frenchville Trailer Sales LLC

FutureCow
GenOvations

Holstein Association USA, Inc.
Kemps Dairy Products

Kwik Trip
Legacy Seeds

Madero Dairy Systems
MVE Biological Solutions

Novonesis
Novus International, Inc.

Progressive Genetics
QLF Agronomy

Red & White Dairy Cattle Association
Scherer Inc.

Soy Best
trinamiX
US VET

Vytelle LLC

Feedworks USA, Ltd.
Fight Bac

Innovative Input Solutions, LLC
Jetstream Genetics, Inc.

Land O'Lakes, Inc.
Lely

Progressive Dairy
Rabo AgriFinance

UW-Madison College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences

VAS
Woodchuck Bedding Spreader

Accelerated Genetics
ADM Animal Nutrition

Agpro, Inc.
AgroChem USA, LLC

AHV International
American Guernsey Association Youth Fund

American Jersey Cattle Association
American Milking Shorthorn Society

Andis Company
Arkion Life Sciences

avid hotels Madison - Monona
Arthur W. Nesbitt

Axiota Animal Health
Baymont Inn & Suites 
by Wyndham Madison

Best Western Plus InnTowner Madison
Best Western Premier Park Hotel

Brown Swiss Cattle Breeders Association
ByronPRO/Byron Seed 
Clipper Parts & Repair

Colorado State University
Connecterra

Courtyard by Marriott - Madison East
Courtyard by Marriott - 

Madison West/Middleton
Days Inn & Suites

DoubleTree by Hilton Madison Downtown
Dr. Sheila McGuirk & Dr. Terri Ollivett

Dynasty Genetics
Econoprint

ENDOVAC Animal Health
Export-Import Bank of the United States

Extrutech Plastics, Inc.
Fairfi eld Inn & Suites by Marriott 

- Madison East
FarmFirst Dairy Cooperative

First Defense Calf Health
ForageMate

Hampton Inn of Madison - East Towne Mall
Hays Genetics International Ltd.

Hilton Garden Inn Madison Downtown
Hilton Garden Inn Madison West/Middleton

Hotel Indigo Madison Downtown
Intermizoo

International Stock Food Corporation
IVS

Klussendorf Memorial Association
La Crosse Seed

Livestock Exporters Association of the USA
The Madison Concourse Hotel 

and Governor's Club
Mansion Hill Inn

Masters Choice Hybrids
McLanahan Corporation

Medgene
Motomco

National Dairy Shrine
New York Holstein Association, Inc.

O&T Farms
Silostop

Staybridge Suites Madison - Fitchburg
Tom Morris Ltd.
Udder Tech, Inc.

US. Dept. of Justice-FBI, WMD Directorate
Vita Plus Corporation

Wisconsin Union Hotel and Club Suites
World Wide Sires, Ltd.
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AGRACOCOMPANY

®

MADE IN THE USA WITH 
GLOBAL COMPONENTS

DEPTH DEPTH 
  CONTROL  CONTROL 
        SYSTEMSYSTEM

PREVENT SLIP-RELATED 
INJURIES
Protect your herd by grooving your floors 
with SMITH FS351 DCS Scarifiers.

AVAILABLE MODELS:

Slippery barn floors are a common 
and preventable source of injuries 
to cows. You can protect your herd 
by grooving your floors to improve 
traction. SMITH's FS351 DCS 
heavy-duty scarifiers are the perfect 
tool for creating these grooves.

PRODUCT FEATURES:

Capable of grooving paths up to 
15 inches wide

Self-propelled with variable speed drive 
for easy operation

Wide variety of cutters available, including 
diamond grooving drums

Precisely control cut depth with SMITH's 
electronic DCS Depth Control System

Propane, Gasoline, and Electric models

©2024 Graco Inc. 3J0686A  8/24 Printed in the U.S.A. Product covered by issued and pending patents, see graco.com/patents

Gasoline
38 HP Kohler® EFI

Propane
25 HP Kohler EFI

Electric
20 HP 380/480v 3ph

LEARN MORE AT 
SMITHMFG.COM/BARNGROOVINGDiamond Grooving Drum
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EBJ LivestockEBJ Livestock

The The BestBest Market for  Market for YourYour Farm Farm
Multiple Day Pick Up

Paid Immediately
No Trucking · No Commission

DAIRY BEEF?DAIRY BEEF?

See usSee us
at Boothat Booth

##E1816E1816

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING

LOOKING FOR NEW MARKETS! CALL DAN AT 
715-651-1466 • 1-800-428-1429715-651-1466 • 1-800-428-1429

Purple Cow 
ITEM OF THE DAY

Visit the Purple Cow Gift Shop 
today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

t o d a y a t

World Dairy Expo

DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR

Senior Two-Year-Old cows wait to enter the ring for 

their class in the InternaƟ onal Jersey Show Oct. 1 at 

World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. There were 

19 Senior Two-Year-Olds exhibited.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHY

Over 40 Farm Bureau FederaƟ on state presidents from around the U.S., the Wisconsin 

State FFA Offi  cer team and World Dairy Expo Board Members join American Farm 

Bureau FederaƟ on President Zippy Duvall on a visit to Expo Oct. 1 in Madison, Wis-

consin. The American Farm Bureau FederaƟ on included the visit to Expo on a bus tour 

held for state presidents.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHYSpectators take in the aucƟ on celebraƟ ng the winners of the World Dairy Expo Championship Dairy Product Con-test Oct. 1 in Madison, Wisconsin. Twenty-eight lots of award-winning dairy products sold to fund scholarships provided by Wisconsin Dairy Products AssociaƟ on and to benefi t FighƟ ng Food Insecurity. 

SHERRY NEWELL/DAIRY STARKylie Sparrow cuddles her cousin, Wylie Sparrow, Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. The Sparrows were part of the show string for Fairdale Farms in Owenton, Kentucky.

DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR
Emily Fisher focuses on seƫ  ng up 
Ridale BeƩ ys Bombshell-EXP, her Ju-nior Three-Year-Old cow, during the 
InternaƟ onal Milking Short-horn Show Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis-consin. Fisher’s cow won the class while with her cousin, Jacob, placed second.

Sign up for our NewsletterSign up for our Newsletter

Sign up at www.dairystar.com

DairySt r
Milk Break
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t o d a y a t

World Dairy Expo

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHY

Tamara Ihm, a University of Wisconsin-Madison 

student, makes makes grilled cheese sandwiches 

Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. 

The grilled cheese stand is among the most popu-

lar lunch spots on the grounds. 

DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STAR

Showring photographers — Jordan Anderson (from leŌ ), Jenna JongenoƩ er and Mad-

dy Hensel — work to capture special moments in the showring Oct. 1 at World Dairy 

Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Showring photographers log countless hours and miles 

to provide exhibitors with memories of their Ɵ me on the colored shavings.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHYKendyll Kress (leŌ ) and Maya Bicksler take a break from chores at World Dairy Expo Oct. 1 in Madison, Wisconsin. The girls are helping the Kress family exhibit their Red & White Holsteins. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DUSTY BOOTS PHOTOGRAPHYAmerican Farm Bureau FederaƟ on Presi-dent Zippy Duvall does an interview with Millaine Stodola, host of WFRV,, Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Duvall visited Expo as part of a bus tour hosƟ ng over 40 Farm Bureau FederaƟ on state presidents.

DANIELLE NAUMAN/DAIRY STARJason Lloyd opens a big square bale of hay Oct. 1 at World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis-consin. Lloyd has 42 animals in his show string.
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KingFisher SynergyX Alfalfa
Alfalfa that Yields!

INCREASES YIELD & REDUCES RISK 
through the power of synergy

DRIVE YIELD, QUALITY 
AND RESILIENCE 
in your hay fields

_______________________________________

KF SynergyX Ignite
focused for very high yields

KF SynergyX Hydro-Power
focused for lower, wetter soils; 

includes a red clover component

KF SynergyX Fortress
focused on rugged, high-traffic tolerance 

with a sunken crown component

BY DANIELLE NAUMAN
Staff  Writer

Quebec cows 
dominate International 
Ayrshire Show

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
Vieux Village Gentleman Joy, the winning Five-Year-Old, is named Senior and Grand Champion of the InternaƟ onal Ayr-
shire Show. Vieux Village G Montana, the winning Four-Year-Old, is named Reserve Senior and Reserve Grand Champion. 
Both Joy and Montana are owned by Florent Foley and family. B-Wil Kingsire Willow is named Intermediate and Honorable 
MenƟ on Grand Champion. Willow is owned by Pierre Boulet.

Parlez vous francais?

MADISON, Wis. — The Foley fami-
ly of Vieux Village Ayrshires sent two Ayr-
shire cows on the long trip from Quebec to 
World Dairy Expo® and took home two 
purple banners for their efforts. The win-
ning Five-Year-Old, Vieux Village Gentle-
man Joy, was tapped by judge Brandon 
Ferry as his Senior and Grand Champion. 
Ferry followed her with his winning Four-
Year-Old, Vieux Village G Montana, as his 
Reserve Senior and Reserve Grand Cham-
pion. The pair were exhibited by Florent 
Foley and family of Piopolis, Quebec.

Honorable Mention Grand Champion 
honors went to the Intermediate Cham-
pion, B-Wil Kingsire Willow, the win-
ning Senior Three-Year-Old, exhibited 
by Pierre Boulet of Montmagny, Quebec. 
The Honorable Mention Senior Champion 
cow was the winning Lifetime Component 
Merit Cow, Palmyra Predator B Ruthless-
ET, exhibited by Kurt, Michelle and Coo-
per Wolf of Guttenberg, Iowa.

Bricker-Farms King Cinderella, the 
winning Senior Two-Year-Old, was named 
Reserve Intermediate Champion for the 
Wolf family and their partners, Josh and 
Samantha Fairbanks. Honorable Mention 
Intermediate Champion recognition went 
to Bar-Vue Reagan Barbie-ET, the win-
ning junior Two-Year-Old exhibited by 
Irrthum Farm Inc. of Wanamingo, Min-
nesota.

In the heifer show, Junior Champion 
honors went to the winning Winter Year-
ling, Budjon-Vail Autograph Kristina-ET, 
exhibited by Budjon, Peter Vail, Cole 
Rupprecht, Brothers Three and Seth and 
Shawn Nehls of Watertown.

Following Kristina as the Reserve Ju-

nior Champion was the winning Fall Calf, 
Ullmstar A Rectify, exhibited by Damian 
and Kiley Ullmer of Seymour. Budjon-Vail 
Autograph Kimberly, the second-place 
Winter Yearling, owned by Cole Ruppre-
cht of Lomira earned the Honorable Men-
tion Junior Champion recognition.

The Premier Breeder banner went 
home with Palmyra Farm, Hagerstown, 
Maryland, while Glenmar-Dale Farms, 
Mark and Becky Brown, of Fennimore 
earned the Premier Exhibitor banner. 
Bear-Ayr Distinct Kingsire was named the 
overall Premier Sire of the show.

Tim and Katie Busch of Grand-View 
Ayrshires in Cecil were awarded the Pre-
mier Breeder of the Heifer Show. Peter 
Vail of Valatie, New York, was named 
the Premier Exhibitor of the Heifer Show. 
The Premier Sire of the Heifer Show was 
Marilie Autograph-ET.

Offi cial judge Brandon Ferry of Hil-
bert and his associate judge Michelle Up-
church of Hebron, Illinois, were charged 
with placing 327 head of Ayrshires in the 
International Ayrshire Show. Complete 
show results are available online at www.
worlddairyexpo.com.

Vieux Village Gentleman Joy
Florent Foley and family

Tell us about your animal. Joy started 
showing as a Winter Calf in 2019. At her 
fi rst show she won Junior Champion at the 
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair (our big-
gest show in Canada). After COVID she 
came back in the showring as a cow and 
has won every year, sometimes as Grand 
Champion and sometimes as Reserve 
Grand Champion, beaten by her herd mate 
Montana (who won the Reserve Grand 
Champion to her at Expo).           
                                                                                          
What does receiving this title mean to 
you? It means everything to us. It is the 
result of many years of hard work. We are 
always thinking about showing at World 
Dairy Expo again. Ten years ago, on the 
same date (Sept. 30), we had the same 
achievement, winning Grand Champion 
with Vieux Village C Diamond.

How did you prepare for the show and 
who helped you? We start our show sea-
son in July. Our show cows for sure get 
special treatment. They are washed every 

day. We train them twice a week to be sure 
that they will walk perfectly in the show-
ring. If it is too hot outside, they stay in 
the barn to keep them in a cool place. At 
the farm, the show cows are the passion of 
Vicky and me (Bianca), a passion we share 
with our dad, Florent, who is still always 
there to share this passion at 78 years of 
age.        
                                                                                                               
What trait do you like most about your 
animal? At the farm she is a cow with a 
big temper who just loves going outside 
every day with the rest of the herd. She 
is always the one in the front, to lead the 
herd.     

Why did you enjoy showing at WDE? 
Exhibiting at WDE wouldn’t be possible 
without our great friends at Lookout Farm. 
We send our animals with their exhibit and 
we always know that they will take care 
of them as if they were their own cows. 
WDE is the place to be for sure. This show 
is just tremendous. We meet people from 
everywhere in the world and we see and 
compete with the best animals in North 
America. It’s like going to the Olympics.
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Ohio cows top 
International Junior 
Ayrshire Show

PHOTO COURTESY OF COWSMOPOLITAN
Toppglen Wishful Thinking-ET is named Senior and Grand Champion of the InternaƟ onal Junior 
Ayrshire Show aŌ er winning the LifeƟ me Component Merit Cow Class. Wishful Thinking is exhib-
ited by Tanner, Brennan, Marissa and Logan Topp. Bricker Farms Gibbs Carvella is named the Re-
serve Senior and Reserve Grand Champion aŌ er placing second in the LifeƟ me Component Merit 
Cow Class. She is owned by T., L. and A. Bricker and K., L. and C. Binckley. Honorable MenƟ on 
honors went to RusƟ c-Creek Ringer SkiƩ les, the winning Summer Junior Two-Year-Old exhibited 
by Edwyn Gonzales.

More Wishful Thinking

MADISON, Wis. — Living 
up to her name, Toppglen Wishful 
Thinking-ET rose to the top of the 
World Dairy Expo® International 
Junior Ayrshire Show once again 
Sept. 30 in Madison, Wiscon-
sin, when she was named Senior 
and Grand Champion. The top-
placing junior-owned Lifetime 
Component Merit Cow, Wishful 
Thinking was exhibited by Tan-
ner, Brennan, Marissa and Logan 
Topp of West Salem, Ohio.

Following Wishful Think-
ing as the Reserve Senior and 
Reserve Grand Champion was 
the second-place junior-owned 
Lifetime Component Merit Cow, 
Bricker-Farms Gibbs Carvella. 
Carvella is owned by T., L. and A. 
Bricker and K., L. and C. Binck-
ley of Salem, Ohio.

Honorable Mention Grand 
Champion honors went to the 
Intermediate Champion, Rus-
tic-Creek Ringer Skittles, the 
winning Summer Junior Two-
Year-Old exhibited by Edwyn 
Gonzales of Grove City, Minne-
sota. Honorable Mention Senior 
Champion recognition was given 
to Farmstead Kingsire Hokey, the 
top-placing junior-owned Four-
Year-Old, exhibited by Keenan 
Thygesen and Zachary Johnson 
of Tunbridge, Vermont.

Following Skittles as the 
Reserve Intermediate Champion 
of the Junior Show was Top-

pglen Kingsire Guinevere, the 
winning Junior Three-Year-Old, 
also exhibited by the Topp fam-
ily. Garnering the handshake for 
Honorable Mention Intermediate 
Champion was the top-placing 
junior-owned Senior Three-Year-
Old, Sunny-Acres Reagan’s Kali-
co, exhibited by Allie, Brock and 
Olivia Champluvier of Wyalus-
ing, Pennsylvania.

In the heifer show the top-
placing junior-owned Sum-
mer Yearling, Old-Bankston-JC 
Bulletproof-ET, took the honors 
of Junior Champion for owners 
Dylan and Cameron Ryan of Fond 
du Lac. Following Bulletproof 
as the Reserve Junior Champi-
on was Stil-Dreamn Chauvinist 
Jazzasaurus, who was the top-
placing junior-owned Fall Calf 
for Jacy, Libby and Ally Brooks 

Carpenter of Earth, Texas. The 
nod for Honorable Mention went 
to Grand-View Vicking Diffl e-
ET, the top junior-owned Winter 
Yearling, owned by Jacob, Logan 
and Madison Harbaugh and Tim 
Busch of Marion, Wisconsin.

Offi cial judge Brandon Ferry 
of Hilbert and his associate judge 
Michelle Upchurch of Hebron, Il-
linois, were charged with placing 
128 head of Ayrshires in the In-
ternational Junior Ayrshire Show. 
Complete show results are avail-
able online at www.worlddairy-
expo.com.

Toppglen Wishful Thinking-ET
Tanner, Brennan, Marissa and 
Logan Topp, West Salem, Ohio

Tell us about yourself. I am 19 
years old, the youngest of six in 

our family. I work on a custom 
farming crew. I have been show-
ing ever since I can remember.

Tell us about your animal. Wish-
ful Thinking is a great cow. We 
all love her. She doesn’t show her 
age, is problem-free and an easy 
cow to work with. She is 11 years 
old and has had eight calves. She 
had the last one in April. She 
is scored EX-95. She’s a great 
brood cow too, and has many 
offspring. She has been Grand or 
Reserve Grand Champion of the 
Junior Show fi ve other years, and 
last year she was Supreme Cham-
pion of the Junior Show.

What was your reaction when 
your cow was named Grand 
Champion of the Junior Show? 
It just made me so happy. It is 

such a neat experience to be out 
there on the colored shavings, 
and to get that handshake. It is 
something a lot of people dream 
of and not everyone gets to expe-
rience. I am so blessed to work 
with my family, to do this thing 
we all love.

How did you get involved in 
dairy cattle showing? I grew up 
with my whole family being in-
volved in showing. When I was 
young my family milked about 60 
cows. They sold the herd in 2013 
and we kept a few show cows. 
Now my two oldest brothers have 
a place where they are milking 
six cows. You might try to leave 
the dairy industry and do other 
things, but you always come back 
because it is something you are 
passionate about.

Who has been a mentor for your 
showing career? What has been 
the best advice they have given 
you? Defi nitely my family. My 
parents and my older brothers, I 
can’t give them enough credit. If 
it wasn’t for them, there wouldn’t 
be any cows for me to show. They 
have always taught me that if you 
put in the hard work, take care of 
everything, every day, you can 
come and show and the results 
prove the work is worth it.

What is your favorite memory 
of showing dairy cattle? Defi -
nitely being out there under the 
spotlight last year when Wishful 
Thinking was named Supreme 
Champion of the Junior Show. It 
was totally unexpected. None of 
us expected it, but it was so amaz-
ing. My brother’s wife didn’t 
even get a video — and she gets a 
video of everything.   
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